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U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Region 10

Office of the Regional Director ● 2201 6th Avenue, MS-01 ● Seattle, WA 98121 (206) 615-2010


April 2, 2008
Dear Tribal Leader:

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is pleased to invite you to participate in the annual HHS Region 10 Tribal Consultation Session, to be held at the Red Lion Hotel in Downtown Seattle, Washington on May 29-30, 2008  This consultation is being conducted in accordance with Executive Order 13175 on tribal consultation, the HHS tribal consultation policy, and our desire to continue to strengthen the government-to-government relationship between HHS and American Indian and Alaska Native tribes.

The purpose of these sessions is to coordinate a single event for tribes in each region in order to consult with many of the agencies within the Department of Health and Human Services, to improve tribal understanding of HHS programs, and ultimately, increase access to services for American Indian/Alaska Native people.  You can find more information about the Department’s consultation policy and previous consultation reports on the Office of Tribal Affairs web site at www.hhs.gov/ofta/.
As in the past, we will have representatives from several HHS agencies participating, including high-level officials from HHS headquarters in Washington, D.C.  Registration is free – please register on-line at www.hhs.gov/region10/consultation.  A block of rooms has been reserved at the Red Lion (1-206-971-8000) under the name “HHS Region 10” at the rate of $152 per night.  Overnight parking is $28.00 per 24 hour period.  Day parking for 5 to 10 hours is $20.00.  
This year we are also offering a Tribal Resource Session on Wednesday, May 28.  This session provides an overview of HHS funding and resource opportunities.  It will highlight funding opportunities available to Indians and Indian organizations, detail any special application requirements, and speak to availability of technical assistance.  The draft agenda is attached.
Also, attached is a draft agenda for the Consultation Session for your consideration and comments.  

We look forward to your participation and that of your fellow tribal leaders.  Tribal officials will have opportunities to comment and ask questions during each presentation.  Additionally, if you want to submit written documents, please email them to me at your earliest convenience.  I would also be happy to receive them in person at the Consultation.
We hope you will be able to join us in Seattle.  Please feel free to contact Joe Finkbonner (jfinkbonner@npaihb.org) at the NW Portland Area Indian Health Board (503-228-4185) or Lorena Skonberg (lskonberg@anthc.org) at the Alaska Native Health Board (907-562-6006) or me (james.whitfield@hhs.gov) at HHS (206-615-2010) with any questions or suggestions.   
We look forward to meeting with you in May.
With best regards,







      //s//

James Whitfield
Regional Director
Enclosures
